
The Reid children were used to strange things. That shouldn’t be surprising, given their

unusual names. Millie had been named after one of their grandmothers, and she had been teased

for having an old lady name until Stranger Things came out. After that, a decent number of

people thought her name was cool, though still unusual for a girl her age. Nobody could

remember exactly where Anders got his name from, and it was odd in a different way than

Millie’s was, so people scratched their heads about it. But the Reid children’s parents would just

shrug when someone asked about it, so the Reid children didn’t think much of it either. Dealing

with his name was all part of being used to weirdness. Blue, the youngest, got her name from her

habit of coloring on herself when she was a toddler. For some reason, she would only color with

blue marker. She mainly colored on her arms and legs, though every now and then she’d color on

her face. That got some “Smurf!” comments from her classmates when she got into grade school,

and she stopped coloring on herself shortly after that, but the name stuck.

And all of that weirdness was just their names. Once you took their family trips into

account, you got all sorts of other oddities. Sometimes they were good, like the farmer’s market

trip where they found a delicious fruit that they didn’t recognize and that they never found again.

The stand had been run by a family with accents that the Reids couldn’t fully place, so the Reid’s

weren’t quite able to make out what they’d bought. Strangely, the stand hadn’t shown up again at

later markets. Sometimes the surprises were bad, like the road trip where they found nearly a

thousand cicadas in their hotel room. The ones in the toilet were particularly disturbing, but let’s

not get into that. Most often, the surprises were just weird, like when they drove past the parade

of people cosplaying as Spiderman with no context or explanation, and, when they got to their

hotel and asked about it, nobody said that they even knew that a parade had gone through town,



though they did see one person dressed as Doctor Octopus walk by when they were in the pool.

Weird, but they were used to that.

This is all worth mentioning because of what happened at the library. Some other family

might have been freaked out or disappointed when the family’s youngest member (Blue, in this

case) ran off in the library and found a large door that none of the children had seen before. The

ivy growing out of the keyhole was definitely weird for a door that was inside a library. And the

iron ring on the door didn’t really look like it belonged in the library. For many folks, those two

details would have set off any number of red flags. With the Reid family, though, nobody batted

an eye when Blue not only ran off but also opened the door. Well, Millie didn’t bat an eye, but

she did roll both eyes and sigh loudly, because she had to stop flipping through the DVD’s and

chase after her sister. Millie and Anders were bickering back and forth as they chased after Blue,

though they didn’t bicker loudly, because they didn’t want to disturb the other library patrons.

Blue went through the door and ran for the first half of the staircase, but then she stopped

abruptly. Blue sat down, and Anders and Millie tripped over her. This led to yelling from all

three of the Reid children. Anders, for instance, said, “What are you doing? I could have broken

my neck!” The only thing that stopped the yelling was the sound of the door clanging shut from

the top of the staircase.

They all looked back at the door. Then, Blue turned towards the other two and said,

“Why are you following me so closely?” On the surface, this might have seemed like a perfectly

reasonable question. The problem was that Blue was dealing with siblings, and that meant that

being reasonable wasn’t a good choice. Anders said, “Why were you running so fast down the

stairs?” but Millie said, “Why did you stop just all of the sudden?”

The questions were reasonable, but they made it hard for Blue to have a quick answer. If



she said, “The stairs were longer than I thought,” then Anders could point out that she shouldn’t

have started running down them in the first place. If she said, “I just ran out of steam all of the

sudden,” then Millie could’ve said, “You really couldn’t tell that you were getting tired early

enough to slow down a little?”

Blue thought for a few seconds, then she said, “Well, I just felt creeped out all of the

sudden, and I felt like I had to stop.”

It wasn’t a complete lie. Blue really did feel a little cold all of the sudden. Millie and

Anders looked around a little. They both felt like there was something creepy about the hallway

or staircase or whatever, and it had gotten colder. Eventually, Millie said, “Well, there’s no point

in arguing any more. Let’s all go back to the top of the stairs.”

Anders agreed, but when they turned around to go back up, not only did they see that the

door was shut, but they heard a scraping and click that could only have been the lock. This led to

a little more bickering, with each child accusing the other two of being responsible for the door

closing. Eventually, Millie held up her hands and yelled, “That’s enough! Arguing isn’t going to

help us. Let’s go down a little more, and, if we don’t see anything, then we’ll turn back and try

pounding on the door.”

Anders said, “Don’t you have your cell phone?”

Millie sighed loudly. “Well I would have my cell phone, but it got taken away from me

when somebody tattled about me skipping practice to have coffee with Jason Dworkin.”

Anders winced. “Sorry. I was just trying to take the heat off of me when I got caught

sneaking the chocolates that were supposed to go to school.” The other two Reid children paused

for a moment, because the long saga between the Reid family and the PTO that asked for



chocolate had so many strange and interesting turns that it was hard to quickly pick a side in the

conflict.

After a few moments of intense consideration, Blue shook her head. “I hope that there’s

nothing serious down there, because if I’m stuck with you two ding dongs, I’m not going to get

too much help.”

Millie and Anders rolled their eyes, but they knew better than to argue at that point. The

Reid children started heading further down the stairs. It didn’t take long for them to see another

door. This door was mostly wood with wrought-iron features. It looked very much like the door

that had led them down the original stairs. There were some metal decorations, and the handle

section of the door had a ring with a gargoyle just above the ring. It was not at all inviting, as

doors should theoretically be.

Millie was the first to reach it. She touched it. “It’s cold.” The three children stood

silently for a bit. Eventually, Blue said, “Oh for Pete’s sake”. She moved past her two siblings

and took hold of the iron ring on the door. She pulled it slowly open. There was a little light

coming from inside. The Reid children looked at each other, then they slowly went through the

door. They all gasped quietly at what they saw.

What do did the Reid children see?

If you want it to be a lab with scientists running an experiment, donate to the Rhinelander

Library Foundation

If you want it to be something magical, donate to the Bloomington Public Library

If you want it to be aliens, donate to the Milwaukee Public Library Foundation


